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is the organ by which the blnod-clohnles are formed ; as he has found that the 
blood ol the splenic vein (previous to its junction with the vena porltc and veins 
ol the stomach) contains a quantity of globules, inferior not merely to arterial, hut 
even to the average of that contained in venous blood generally. On the other 
hand, the proportion of albumen is increased. 

The examination of the blood of the vena portm shows a very lame proportion 
of globules, and a corresponding diminution of the albumen, as is clearly shown 
by the following table:— 



Venous Blood 
from Jugular 
Vein. 

Arterial Blood. 

Blood of the 
Splenic Vein. 

Blood of the j 
Vena I’ottai. ! 

Water,. 

Albumen,. 

Globules and Fibrin, . 

778-9 

79-4 

141.72 

750-6 

89-5 

159-9 

746 3 

124 8 
128-9 

702-3 

70-6 

227*1 

| 


The author has established the fact, that though the constitution of venous 
system" 63 ’ ° lhe ar,enal blooJ 13 constant in every part of the aiterial 

M. Beclard is still engaged in the prosecution of these experiments: and his 
present communication appears to be merely he announcement of an extended 
investigation, which, should the first results be borne out, is likelv to throw an 
important light on the functions of the abdominal organs.— Monthly Jnnrn. and 
Retrospect Med. Set., Feb. 1848, from Annates dr Chemiect de Phys ., Dec. 1847. 

7. Double Vaptna and Uterus. — Mr. John Birkett exhibited to the Patholomcal 
vreiety of London (Dec. 8) a specimen of double vagina and uterus from a 
woman, tel. 50, who had been married, but never bore children, and had died 
lrom pneumonia and pericarditis. The vagina was completely divided in the 
mesian line by a strong, dense, fibrous septum, extending from the external open- 
t '"f!° ' h “ n ' eru u s .- , Thu3 ,wo vagin® existed : each vagina led to a distinct os 
ute.i, both of which were small. The neck of the uterus was rather longer than 
usual: the body smaller. The uterus itself was nearly divided into two cavities 
by a septum in the mesian line. The ovaries, Fallopian tubes, anil ligaments, 
were involved in one general adherent mass of old standing. The Fallopian 
tulies were pernous for some distance from the uterus.— Land. Med. Ga:., Dec. 
lo47. J 


MATERIA MEDICA AND PHARMACY. 

ft .Properties and Test of the Purity of Chloroform.— The following are given in 
i:s <? puri! rmil<:C " ,lra Jo " rna, ‘ 39 lhe properties of pure chloroform, and as the test of 

I. That pure chloroform, applied to the skin or mucous membrane, produces 
simple redness, without cauterization or vesication. It acquires, however caustic 
properties when mixed with a small quantity of absolute alcohol. 

*-• T^ ,at chloroform used in medical practice, which has caused vesication 
pure IPS ° r n0:sl^, ’ WUh ,m,alion of lhe bronchial tubes, could not have been 

3. “ That this chloroform contains a certain quantity of anhydrous alcohol. The 
presence of this liquid in chloroform was suspected by MM. Soubeiran audGer.lv 
and it has been demonstrated by analysis. The alcohol mav act by combining 
with and coagulating the albuminous fluids of the body, and thus giving rise to the 
local effects of irritation. 

“ Hence, before using chloroform vapour in surgical practice, it is indispensably 
necessary to ascertain whether it be pure. M. Mialhe finds that the follow in" is 
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a very delicate test of the presence of alcohol in chloroform :-Place some tlis- 
tilled water in a tube or glass, and drop on it a small quantity of chloroform. The 
grearer part sinks immediately to the bottom of the vessel, owin'* to its "real den- 

fnsmall'^hnh?''h A - m ■" qUa , l J ,i ! y floals by re P»lsion, but may be made to fall 
at ,hp hiltlim ir S .h V asi,a ' ,on . ,f ' he chloroform be pure, it remains transparent 
at the bottom of the vessel ; but tr it contain only a small portion of alcohol the 
globules acquire a milky opacity.”—imuct, Jan. 8, 1848. 1 lne 

M®n f ° r Tonl,wc ^ r — r)r - B ® > " NAN >n a notice in the Med. Times, 

(Jan. 8 1S48 : ) on the progress of German Medical Science, states that this article 
applied on a piece of cotton to a decayed tooth, gives immediate relief. 

bvMhe actTon nf „ " °'= I j. 0C “ H '’ °). according to P,of. Schweitzer, Is formed 
ohhlp n l P°'“r- l0< ( !. , l le > or hydrated phosphoric acid, upon oleum carui, 
zer haTsiimvn f lau r s ’ 1 by,he “I 10 " > ,f '°dine upon camphor. Schweit- 

the oiUf caraway ^ ^ rr ° m Camph ° r is ,be fiame 88 that obtained from 

ItnnM^T 0 /* 0 " -1- ° b Carui I s 10 be distilled with hydrated phosphoric acid. The 
he sl»l? ■ < J Ve / ,S 10 be P° u .:cd hack into the ictort until it no longer retains 

oil from "he fcholcadd^' CarVaCr °‘ SeparaIeS ' he ‘° rm ° f “ 

r ‘‘;'V, he ,.r me way , a 6 f. llraled solution of iodine must he distilled with oil of 
the remrt m ! .T m ° re 1 ! ydr,od,c “ ,dls f°™ed. The red masswhich remains in 
cltlrrsHe operaled Up ° n h I polash - The yellow solution is to be distilled, 
redistillalion ** ^ paSSeS over > ai,d lhe carva crol remains. It is to be purified by 

III. Equal parts of camphor and iodine are to be nibbed together and distilled 
nil n° red va P° ur » given off. The black mass remaining in the retort contains 
, tad *“P: resin, eamphine, coh.phyue, iodine, and carvacrol‘ that in the receiver, 
(amphtne, colophene, carvacrol. and a little iodine and hyririodic acid, which, on 
„ “J,"”’ separates into two layers. The upper la>er is to be distilled, anti at 180° 
onT,v nofilf S Th° Ver ’ Wl " le , colo P he ne and carvacrol remain. This is to be acted 
Z,:Z P ? -T he ft rT “ ra . ,m?.V be obtained from the alkaline solution by the 
action of an acid and by distillation over purified lime.—(Claus). 3 

and stron ™Lste " °' ly hqUid ’ Ve ° Sim " ar '° creasule > ' vilh a very unpleasant smell 

and af Resin of Scammony , compared icith 
A '/ Jalap —Mr A. Willem,n has published in the Archives 1 Generates 
in the wstd'ei M T" ° f T* m 'r eS "" ? ex P er ‘ rne nts on this subject, instituted 
m a f ,M - K “y®r- . From dlese experiments, 210 in number, M. W. de- 
duces the following conclusions: , 

cnrpi* ikrno P ° * camm0 " y ( of 3 ood quality), in a dose of 16 grains, usually pro- 
cures three or four evacuations. 1 J v 

2d There is no danger in raising the doso to 3 j or gr. xxiv; the pur-rative 
efiecl is not increased, and is often less than that produced by 16 grains." ° 

T, he aill '»nistratiou of the medicine with an acid, or the use of an acid 
drank afierwanls, has no apparent elfect. 

4th. The addition of an alkali does not render the action more eneractic. 

5th. lhe mm of scammony, in a dose of eight grains, produces about the same 
“ '?■ ?ll,lnS 0, >ainmony. The administration of 16 grains, is 
<‘ >0 " edb > le " s at '." ve purgation, winch diminishes still further on raising the 
qo>c lo hjj, or gr. xxiv. 3 

J 1 " 5 [ esbl " f “ammony is more liable to excite a sensation of heat in the 
stomach and about the anus, than that of jalap. 

ith. The re.-in of scammony, in a dose of eight grains, is an excellent pur-rative 

h,plT1« C n?n°h °T ,h r am r n '" resi " in 'bescammony ofcommen:e"the resin 
it. el! ip much to be preferred medicinally. 

si.nihir nun ™ sln or jalap in a dose of eight grains, purges as effectually as a 
similar quantity of resin of scammony. J 

11. Muriate of Opium.— Dr. J. G. Nichol gives the following formula for this pre- 
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paration, which, he says, he has been in the habit of using for the last ten years 
* tI 'r 1 A aS 1 Superior » an >' other preparation of opium } 

Mi*” <!hil ,1 powdered opium sj; mnriaric acid gi; distilled water ~yv 

strain andll.e The T ,re q» e »«y every day. durlilg fourteen days fheu 

strain and Utter. The dose is from twenty to forty drops—/Wm. Journal. 


MEDICAL PATHOLOGY AND THERAPEUTICS AND PRACTICAL 
MEDICINE. 

-ass: s rsvrirs 

naphtha m consumption. He had thought it his’duty ,o ascertain » far asla v 
view* hav'inrs h L efleC ' S ° f lh “ remeil >' al lhe Consumptive Hospital. With this 

agfj.g;ra =■ taaflg 
Sfitem-Tfi-i-awsaBSS 
--isas assaulter is rs-j 

sumption S!/ he „ C ? U S h 7 lhe appa 'he al™ improved. In ad d J stages of con! 
umption and under other circumstances iii the disease, except those mentioned 
the ,,aphtha did positive harm. I, had no effect whatever otuhe .ubemuim di!: 

rv.£. r 'il^ ,lIlnJ k.n ,rJ declareJ '•j® 1 there never was a greater delusion than to sun- 
P . that naphtha was a remedy for consumption. lie had employed it with all 

service 6 a The a f^ 1 t°wa reCOm ' n | en ‘ l | e<l ^ ‘ ,S ai,vocales > a,1(l he ''minever found U of 

chilis iust as dhToiL t, f T P y n"* : lhe P>'7>- ace,lc B P iril acted in chronic bran- 
cnttis just as did other hydro-carbonates, and no belter. The tar-water of Bishon 

Berkeley had a great reputation in its day, as had also the Barbadoes tar the 

ants £T K el0n f l 10 ,heaame claBB - and they all acted as s.imulali^expector- 
ants to the bronch.al membrane. In phthisis, when a cavity was prefem much 

bmn h e - » U f h t. and e ? pec, ? r ? ,i °'! Upended on the condition of the bronchial mem¬ 
brane, and hence the origin of the good effects of this vaunted remedy To sav- 
lt cured ° r arrested consumption was a mere delusion. All practitioners rnu^t 
have observed that any new remedy, from the confidence excited in the patfom 
did good for a lime, in chronic phthisis. Dr. Bird then showed the fallarv^nl' it,,! 
ES? ° n J vhlu . h naphlha had been established in temporary fame, and Alluded 
circumstance, that its greatest, and certainly its most scien.iHc ad- 
”ias a of consumption, his favourite remedy having been persevered in 

H , lrd Retailed the particulars of some cases of phthisis in which he had 
been induced to try the effect.of the pyro-acelic spirit. In no case did he see anv 

naphffia^emnfovp l°"ih'^ m " St i" 0 ' , b< i snp P osei1 ’ however, that the supporters of 
employ cd this remedy solely; as extensive counler-irritatioii over the 
best, ironi acetate of lead, and digitalis were employed at the samp tirrm 
10 M ak A ‘l d f ,CUl 7 0 ll , elermine which remedy really*did good or harm ’ 

f * , "‘ h . er re J ale ‘> fome ca?es of phthisis i„ which the remedy seemed to he 
in these*instances. 61 * 1 appeared '° be COnsiJerab,e ° b —y in the di^rnsU 

alwav^d;'!*^ ha '' 7 iTen ,' he !' cmeil . v '» a ftreat n.tmber of cases of phthisis. It 
alwavsditl harm, and produced nauseaand vertigo alter having been administered 

neare P ,Ti 0l , a , W ‘ !ek ^ "' n ^ °' ,e «*• » f ‘cry doubfful charluer it ap 

ptared to be ol temporary service.— Lined, Jan. 15, 1848. P 

trl| I3 p New Trm ' men ' r f Coryza— -M. Dksciiasips recommends snuffing up the nos- 
■' “«7 " 0 ho ?"b a f luu ” n of op,nm 111 water (to centigrammes of the former 
020 grammes of the latter), as an effectual etne for coryza. ir resorted to al 
e commencement, the disease is at once suppressed. In a more advanced sla-e' 
tlte nasal secretion ts suppressed alter two insufflations; and if the inflarmuatron 



